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Call for Artists—Request for Qualifications 
PLACE Via Sol, St. Louis Park, MN 

3D and Mural Public Art Opportunities 
 
Opportunities: 

1. 3D on 8’ diameter pedestal: $45,000 budget 
2. 3D on 40” diameter pedestal: $15,000 budget 
3. Mural, 35’ high x 11’ wide: $20,000 budget 

 
RFQ Response Deadline: October 12, 2021, 4:59pm 
 
Overview: 
PLACE, a nonprofit community development organization based in Minneapolis, invites artists or artist 
teams from the 7-county Twin Cities metropolitan area to submit qualifications for the opportunity to 
create a 3D public artwork or mural on the site of their new Via Sol development in St. Louis Park. Initial 
response to the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) with a letter of interest and examples of past work is 
due in October. Up to three finalists will be chosen for each opportunity and receive a $1,000 stipend to 
create and present a design to the selection panel. One artist or artist team for each opportunity will be 
chosen and awarded the commission to create and install their presented artwork. 
 
PLACE Via Sol Background: 
PLACE is a nonprofit community development organization with a mission to create places that foster a 
sustainable, just and inspiring world. PLACE creates mixed-income, transit-oriented developments that 
feature the arts and demonstrate profound environmental design, while engaging the community to 
participate in every aspect of the development process.  
 
Via Sol is PLACE’s newest project, located in St. Louis Park, Minnesota. The project site is located just 
south of Highway 7, and bordered closely by Highway 100 to the east and Wooddale Avenue to the 
west. It's directly adjacent to the future Southwest Light Rail Transit line and its Wooddale Avenue 
Station, as well as the Cedar Lake Regional Trail that runs parallel to the tracks.  
 
The Via Sol community will offer 217 apartments, including affordable and market rate as well as 
live/work space designed for creatives, along with commercial/retail space for local businesses. It is 
intensely transit-oriented, offering multiple transportation alternatives to the car, as well as incentives 
for car-free living. The project will seek LEED certification (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design), and will use E-Generation™ to create the majority of the project's energy from renewable 
sources, as well as on-site greenhouses to grow organic food for the community. Via Sol also includes 
access to nature via an Urban Forest and both permanent and temporary public art installations.   
 
These project components reflect the values of PLACE’s Via Sol community: 

● Creativity 
● Health 
● Accessibility 

● Sustainability 
● Belonging  
● Exploration 

 
 



 

 

Public Art Goals: 
PLACE seeks to use these three public art commissions to reflect the values of the Via Sol community 
listed above, as well as to inspire moments of pause, wonder, and reflection from residents and the 
general public. Successful public artwork at Via Sol would explore the space where innovative, futuristic, 
bold, and dynamic intersect with natural, organic, warm and generative.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Racial Equity: 
According to the 2020 US Census, 31% of residents in the 7 County Metro Area are Black, Indigenous, or 
People of Color (BIPOC). In St. Louis Park, only about 10% of public art commissions have been awarded 
to BIPOC artists, and while demographic data of past public art selection panels is not available, it is safe 
to say they too have been disproportionately white. Most public art processes rely to some degree on 
examples of past projects for artist selection, and when some artists have been excluded on the basis of 
race (either implicitly or explicitly), cycles of systemic racism can be perpetuated. PLACE joins Friends of 
the Arts and the City of St. Louis Park in seeking to repair these harmful legacies of racism and exclusion 
by especially inviting BIPOC artists to apply for these opportunities. 
 
Artists will be asked for demographic info with their RFQ submission. This info will not be provided to 
the selection panel members, but will be used by the facilitator of this process to ensure at least one 
BIPOC artist is selected as a finalist for each opportunity. 
 
In the interest of transparency, the race and ethnicity of our selection panel is provided here as well: 

Of the 9 panel members, 7 provided race and ethnicity information: 
x 1 identifies as Hispanic, Latinx, or of Spanish origin, 
x 1 identifies as Asian, 
x 2 identify as Black or African American, 
x 2 identify as white, and 
x 2 identify as two or more races 
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Opportunity and Site Details: 

 
The locations for these three public art commissions each take advantage of the active south side of the 
site, which includes the main entry to the residential building, courtyard and urban forest, light rail, and 
bike and pedestrian trail. Please note that for all three opportunities: 
● Art must be permanent. Minnesota’s weather conditions must be considered so that the piece lasts 

for a minimum of 25 years with minimal maintenance.  
● Budgets are considered “do-not-exceed,” and must include all artist fees, materials, permits, 

insurance, transportation, installation and any other related expenses.  
● Artists may, but are not required to, include some form of community engagement in the design 

and/or creation process, which may be facilitated in collaboration with St. Louis Park Friends of the 
Arts and PLACE. 

 
 

 
Opportunity 1: Larger 3D public artwork; $45,000 budget 
The first and larger of the two 3D artwork sites is a concrete pedestal at ground level with an 8-foot 
diameter located adjacent to the main entrance of the building. Most residents and visitors will use this 
entrance to access the main residential building. The pedestal is equipped with 110-volt electrical 
connection—lighting or other integrated electrical components may be possible. 

Opportunity 1: Larger 3D Artwork 

 



 

 

 

 
Opportunity 2: Smaller 3D public artwork; $15,000 budget 
The second and smaller of the two 3D artwork sites is a concrete pedestal at ground level with a 40-inch 
diameter located near the courtyard in the urban forest, adjacent to a path. The pedestal is equipped 
with 110-volt electrical connection—lighting or other integrated electrical components may be possible. 
The urban forest also includes a dozen other art pedestals, ranging in diameter from 24”-40”, where 
additional pieces may be added in the future as permanent additions to the collection, or through a 
temporary rotating art program. Emerging artists and those with few or no prior public art commissions 
are especially encouraged to apply for this opportunity.  
 
 

 
Opportunity 3: Mural, 11’ x 35’; $20,000 budget 
The mural site is located on the back side of the residential building, facing south towards the light rail, 
trail and urban forest. The mural surface is stucco, begins 16’ off the ground, and will be lit to be visible 
at night. The mural provides an opportunity for the project values to be conveyed to passersby via light 
rail or trail, and in perhaps a more direct way than the 3D opportunities. 

 

Opportunity 2: Smaller 3D Artwork 
*Not exact site rendering—actual site is 
similar in appearance/context 

Opportunity 3: Mural 



 

 

Project Timeline:  
● September 8, 2021: RFQ Posted 
● October 12, 2021 4:59pm: Responses to RFQ due 
● October 20, 2021: Finalists selected and notified 
● Week of November 22 or 29, 2021: Finalist interviews/presentations  
● By December 3, 2021: Notification of selected artists 
● Spring 2022: Artwork installation and project completion 

 
 

Eligibility: 
● Artists may apply for either a 3D opportunity or the mural opportunity.  
● 3D artists may choose to apply for one or both of the 3D opportunities, but will not be selected 

as a finalist for both. If you apply for both, we ask that you indicate a preference in case you are 
under consideration by the selection panel for both opportunities. 

● Artists must live in the 7-County Twin Cities Metropolitan Area (Anoka, Carver, Dakota, 
Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott and Washington counties)  

● Artists are not required to have previous public art experience, but will need to demonstrate 
and document ability to complete a permanent, outdoor project of this scale. 

 
Selection Criteria:  
 Responses to RFQ will be evaluated on the following criteria:  

● Quality of artist’s past work as it relates to the described scope as demonstrated in the 
submitted materials. 

● Indication that the artist has expertise and ability to undertake this project. 
● Letter of interest illustrating that the artist has a clear understanding of the site, project 

goals, and how their artistic approach would align to this specific project. 
● At least one finalist for each opportunity will be an artist who identifies as BIPOC. 

 
Selection Process:  
From submitted responses to the RFQ, a selection panel will select up to 3 finalists for each opportunity. 
Finalists will each receive a stipend of $1,000 to create a design proposal and present it in-person (or via 
Zoom, if necessary for Covid safety) to the panel. One artist will be selected for each opportunity and 
awarded the commission to create and install their artwork. 
 
 
 
Application submission details and instructions are on the following page.  
Please direct questions to Jamie Marshall at jamie@slpfota.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Application Submission Process: 
1. Read RFQ for background, eligibility and application process. 
2. Complete and compile items A-E listed below (bio, letter of interest, work samples, work 

samples list, info/demographics) to be sent as email attachments. 
3. Email all items as attachments to Jamie Marshall at jamie@slpfota.org—you will receive a 

confirmation email upon successful receipt of application materials.  
 

Application Assistance and Accessibility Needs 
If you have questions about the RFQ, need assistance creating documents or preparing work samples to 
submit, or have any accessibility needs, please contact Jamie Marshall at jamie@slpfota.org. 
 
Submission Materials  

A. Artist Bio/Resume 
One-page maximum. A brief bio or resume indicating your prior relevant experience. Save and 
submit as .doc or .pdf 

 
B. Letter of Interest 
One-page maximum. A letter of interest about your artwork and approach to this project. Describe 
your medium(s) and approach to art making, and how that would relate to the specific project goals 
outlined in this RFQ. Describe your previous experience creating public art, or how you would 
approach your first public art project. Address your ability to manage large projects, art-related or 
not. Save and submit as .doc or .pdf 
 
Note: Do not propose a project design at this time, but simply discuss general ideas on how you 
would think about this if hired for the project.  

 
C. Work Samples 
Provide up to eight work sample images of completed work that demonstrates your artistic practice. 
Each file must contain only one photo (please do not combine multiple photos into one file). Save 
each photo as .png or .jpeg, then create and submit a .zip folder containing all the images. Please 
title each file to correspond with your Work Samples List and in the order you wish the images to be 
viewed by the selection panel (e.g., 1_ArtworkTitle.png, 2_ArtworkTitle.png) 

 
D. Work Samples List   
A document, saved and submitted as .doc or .pdf, that includes the following information for each 
image sample: 

● File number and Title of work (should match image file name) 
● Year created 
● Materials used 
● Size/dimensions (if not easily distinguishable from image alone) 
● Budget (note: if sample was not a public art commission with a set budget, please 

indicate cost of materials and estimated artist fee) 
 

E. Artist Info/Demographics 
This artist info and demographics form, completed, saved and submitted as .pdf 

mailto:jamie@slpfota.org
mailto:jamie@slpfota.org
https://www.theimagefile.com/v/help/1429.html
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c8ac6c9a09a7e292fb9306f/t/6137e748413114054f013ee4/1631053641008/PLACE+Via+Sol+-+Artist+Info+&+Demographics.pdf

